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A Legacy of Synthetic Rubber Innovation

When the first synthetic rubber was patented
in 1909, its higher cost relative to natural rubber
limited its use. As auto production surged in
the decades that followed, high demand for
tires and inner tubes spurred interest in
developing a better and less costly type
of synthetic rubber.

The breakthrough came in 1937,
when ExxonMobil scientists introduced
a dynamic new rubber called butyl.
This unique material was far superior
to natural rubber because of its im-
proved ability to hold air, to flex and
to dampen vibration. Butyl soon
became the leading rubber used in

inner tubes and, years later, to hold

air in tubeless tires.
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